





You can choose a better future

Sometimes the future is hard to predict but you don’t always need a crystal ball to prepare for it. Making the right
choices now can give you more freedom, and better options, when tomorrow comes. It can also save you money and
help the environment.

The Future-Proof Building programme sets new standards for New Zealand’s buildings. It’s designed to produce
homes that can better adapt to future needs — yours or someone else’s. So what might be foreseeable? Right now, you
might be a couple, or flatting. But what if you get married and have children? Or perhaps you might sell your house
or add an extension?

If you’re buying laundry and kitchen appliances for your home, considering these sorts of events can mean better
decisions: the sort you’ll be happy to look back on. This guide is designed to help you do just that.




FUTURE PROOF: it’s all in the details

The Future-Proof Building programme looks to build in the best standards as part of anything you purchase for your home.
There are seven key criteria that contribute to a future-proof purchase. You'll find a guide to the icons on the back cover of
this brochure.

Future-proof appliances aim to measure up to standards of energy efficiency, health & safety, costs over the appliance’s
lifecycle, quality (including measures of reliability and length of warranty), responsible use of the earth’s resources,
quietness, and efficient and practical use of space.

If you look for an appliance that offers these qualities, it’s certainly a future-proof product. But a truly future-proof purchase
goes a little further. It's about gauging your needs ahead of time. That means looking beyond the purchase price, to consider
the real cost over time so you can make the best possible choice today.

In the end, the best purchase is one that lasts. That means an appliance that has the flexibility to suit your changing
needs, and choosing a brand that is going to see you through to the future. Does the brand have a reputation for quality
and reliability? What will be the long-term running costs? Will spare parts, maintenance and service still be available?
The right answers to these questions mean you’ve made a purchase that’s truly future proof.

Quick Tips
v/ Think about future needs, not just today’s
v Buy quality that lasts
v/ Choose a brand that will be around
to offer back up
v Energy efficiency
v/ Health & safety
v Life cycle costing AEG
v Quiality assurance
v/ Resource responsibility

v/ Sound control @ Westinghouse f, S|mPS(]n

v/ Space management
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FUTURE PROOF Applicances

Westinghouse appliances, and the Electrolux group, are official partners in the Future Proof Building initiative. As
Westinghouse proclaim: “You can be sure if it's Westinghouse”. That assurance is exactly what you need when you’re
buying for the future. You can learn more about them at www.westinghouse.co.nz and www.electrolux.co.nz



FUTURE PROOF Kitchens

The kitchen is increasingly a showplace in the home. A lot of money is often invested, so you want to maintain the value it
adds to your home. Thinking ahead can save a great deal of time, trouble and cost in anything from a re-decoration to a
complete makeover. Upgrading your cabinetry, while carrying over your appliances, can be a cost-effective way to renovate.
But that requires wise decisions when it comes to your original appliance purchase. So, look for appliances with timeless
design that are built to last (use the Future Proof Building Quality Assurance symbol as a guide). Similarly, ensure the sizing is
to industry standard, as indicated by the Future Proof Building Space Management symbol.




FUTURE PROOF

The kitchen appliance that is cleaned most often is the
cooktop. This is due both to the spitting & splattering
nature of cooktop cuisine and the high profile position
of the appliance.

For practicality and hygiene, wipe-clean ceramic tops
or gas hobs with removable trivets and burner
components are best. Gas cooktops with easy-clean
glass surfaces are also available.

To address safety concerns look for stable cast trivets and
flame-failure devices on gas hobs, residual heat indicators
on electric cooktops, and child locks or side-mounted
controls that make it difficult for children to reach.

Where bench-space is at a premium, smooth ceramic
or induction cooktops with touch-controls make a
versatile surface when not in use and create a more
spacious appearance.

The ultimate future-proof cooktop is the high-efficiency
induction hob. Induction cooktops are such a good
idea because they use electro-magnetic technology to
create heat directly in the base of your pans. That
means less energy going into the surface of your
cooktop, saving energy and making things safer at the
same time. Induction also delivers the super-fast,
accurate temperature control and responsiveness that is
essential for success in the kitchen.

Quick Tips

v/ Choose induction for efficiency, speed and safety

Ve Hygiene features include: wipe-clean ceramic
tops, removable trivets and burners

ve Safety features: flame-failure, child locks,
side-mount controls

v/ Smooth ceramic hobs with touch controls
provide more versatile bench-space




FUTURE PROOF

An oven should give you years of service. So it is worth
investing some time and thought to make sure it's a wise
long-term investment. Look for key features such as energy
efficiency, a large useable capacity in standard size
modules, easy-clean interiors, and safety features for
peace of mind. Consider a trusted brand that you can
count on for warranty, spare parts and service. This way
you know you’ve made a future proof purchase.

There is a range of oven formats available including
built-in single and double ovens, 90cm-wide options
and freestanding versions. Your choice will depend on
how frequently you cook and for how many people.

The standard size is a 60cm x 60cm module although
the capacity varies enormously. Look for how each
makes use of the available space: some well-designed
60cm-wide ovens offer a similar total space as 90cm:-
wide models.

As there are no energy star ratings available to guide
the purchase of ovens in New Zealand, look instead for
the European ‘A’ class rating for energy efficiency.

Also, multifunction ovens with fans circulate the heat
around the cavity more effectively (typically, this can
reduce energy consumption by 10%).

Take care with oven installation and ensure
manufacturer guidelines are followed. Seek ovens with
effective insulation including a Thermal Break to
increase efficiency and protect your cabinetry. Some
ovens now have odour-free insulation meaning your
oven is ready for use without needing to waste energy
and fill your kitchen with fumes to burn off the solvents
usually found in insulation materials.




Also contributing to the efficiency and safety of your
oven is the door glazing. The maximum temperature
allowed for an under-bench oven door glass is 85°C
but the actual temperature will be much lower if you
choose a triple glazed oven door. To know how many
panes of glass an oven has, just hold up a finger and
count the number of reflections you see. Three
reflections will provide an added level of safety and
lower kitchen temperatures while baking.

Catalytic cleaning panels and pyrolytic self-cleaning
systems ensure your oven stays hygienically clean with
minimum effort. They burn off residues at high
temperatures reducing the need for caustic oven-
cleaning sprays.

Child locks on electronic controls are a sensible safety
feature that prevents children from activating the oven
without your knowing. For older children, ovens that use
words instead of symbols on the control panel make
operation of the oven easier.

Quick Tips

v/ Ensure installation guidelines are followed

v’ Look for European ‘A’ class energy efficiency

Ve Triple glazed doors are safer & more efficient

v/ Multi-function with fan for efficient heating &
versatility

v Catalytic or pyrolytic cleaning reduces use of
caustic oven cleaners

v/ Maximise usable oven volume

Ve Buy timeless designs and standard sizes for
flexibility




When buying a range hood, it’s tempting to think only
about style and a strong extraction rate. But the future
proof way means being a bit smarter about your
purchase. Operating noise is one key consideration —
there’s no point having a kitchen you like to show off to
people if you can't talk over the din!

Anocther factor to consider is the varying standards to
which the hoods have been tested for their extraction
rates — was it an installed extraction and with how
much ducting?

To make efficient use of space, you can also fit
retractable or fully builtin extractors.

For heath and safety, it is important to externally vent your
hood to effectively remove steam, smoke and odours from
the home. Again, it is critical to follow manufacturer
guidelines regarding installation and ducting in the
interests of both safety and your product warranty.

Some hoods have sharp, metal corners that can be a
danger to taller people. Models are now available that
slope upwards to avoid this danger

v Adequate extraction rates
v/ Low noise

v Space efficiency

v Safe design

v Effective external ducting




Fridges and freezers

These large appliances are often the centrepiece of
your kitchen, so making the right choice is essential. The
future proof way is to look for a quality appliance in a
useful size with features that will ensure your needs are
met for years to come.

If you’ve got growing children, or children on the way,
your fridge and freezer requirements are going to
change. So it makes sense to buy now for what you are
going to need in the future. If that means buying a
larger capacity model there can be some other benefits
too. You may be able to reduce the frequency of your
shopping trips, which saves you time, fuel, and wear
and tear on your car.

Be sure the appliance you purchase makes sensible use
of space, enabling things you buy regularly to fit with
ease, such as 2 litre milk and soft drink bottles. Think
about whether the space is flexible - can you easily
reposition shelves and door bins?

These are appliances that are switched on 24 hours a
day so energy efficiency really does make a difference.
Look for the Future Proof Building Energy Efficiency
symbol and the number of Energy ‘Stars’ the appliance
gets (3 or above is better). Also check for such efficient
features as ‘holiday mode’ and intelligent electronic
control. Even a door alarm makes a difference, alerting
you to an open door that can cause energy wastage
and potential food spoiling.

If there are likely to be children in the house, it’s not just
a door alarm that makes sense. You may want a safe
store area in the fridge, with a child latch, for keeping
such things as film, cosmetics, medicines and other
temperature-sensitive items away from young hands.




Depending on where your fridge or freezer is situated,
noise can be a consideration. Today’s fridges are
generally noisier than 20 years ago due to the more
eco-friendly gases they use.

Fridge and freezer sizes vary. The most common width
in New Zealand is 640mm, so if you might move
house it’s a useful dimension to keep in mind. However,
wider appliances are increasingly popular as are side-
by-side configurations or those with the freezer mounted
at the bottom for easier fridge access. Whichever you
choose, look to get the maximum capacity you can in
the smallest footprint. If you think you might eventually
go for a bigger fridge, think about constructing
surrounding cabinetry in a way that can adapt.

For serious freezer capacity, you'll want to look at a
chest freezer. Check for good sealing and a sturdy lid
that will seal itself onto the base.

And let’s not forget, because your family’s food is stored
in these appliances hygiene is a top priority. So how
easy is the appliance to keep clean? Does it have
plastic, wire or glass shelves? Are the seals designed to
be replaced? Does it have a fast-freeze mode for
maximum food safety?

Quick Tips
v Energy efficiency: Stars (3 or more is better) or
Future Proof Building symbol
v Large enough for growing needs; reduce
shopping trips
v/ Bottom mount freezer for easier access

v Versatile shelving and door bins

v/ Maximum volume, minimum footprint. 640mm
standard width

v/ Replaceable seals and availability of
replacement shelves/bins

v Fast freeze for food safety




FUTURE PROOF
Dishwashers

The busier life gets, the more we appreciate our
dishwashers! Sound control, hygiene and space-
management are three key considerations in making a
future-proof purchase.

When it comes to dishwashers, silence really is golden.
If you want to load up and set a wash while your dinner
party is on, or if bedrooms are located nearby, look for
a Future Proof Building Sound Control symbol or check
the dB rating. A quiet dishwasher should be 48dB or
less — normal conversation is around 60dB.

A future proof dishwasher will also look after your health
and safety, with features such as sanitising high-
temperature rinses, anti-flood protection, high-quality
filters, child locks and hidden heating elements.

To lower your bills and be kind to the environment, look
for good Energy & Water Star ratings, or the Future
Proof Building Energy Efficiency symbol. A wide range
of wash programs will also help, allowing you to set a
more economical wash for less soiled loads. Load
sensing features can even do this for you, automatically
adjusting to optimise use of energy and water.

Dishwashers tend to claim 12 or 14 place settings.
However, how much you can fit in may depend on the
curvature of the plates in your dinner set. If in doubt,
take a few items of your crockery with you when
shopping and see how they fit in the tines. Some
dishwashers have greater stacking flexibility than others,
with some tines being able to fold flat to accommodate
bowls and pots, as well as having extra cup supports.

Quick Tips
v/ Wash sensors and auto-sensing for efficiency
Ve Quietness — aim for 48dB or less
v/ Energy & Water ratings
v/ Economical wash program
v/ Stacking flexibility
v Safety features: anti-flood protection, child lock,

concealed heating elements






Clothes washers and dryers are probably the hardest-working appliances in your home. So it makes sense to buy the very best
you can afford: appliances with a reputation for reliability and longevity, with good warranties, that are clearly built to last.

For singles and couples it can be tempting to choose the smallest option available and whilst this usually means a lower
purchase price, it could be false economy. If your household is growing up or getting bigger, the number of wash loads
you’ll end up doing on washday could become a frustration and an upgrade may be more expensive than choosing the
larger model initially. Even small households have double, queen or king sized linen to contend with. Think ahead! Energy
and water efficiency are important too, because they’re appliances you use a lot.

Saving the environment and saving money go hand in hand when it comes to energy and water consumption. Look for the
Future Proof Building Energy Efficiency symbol and the Energy & Water Star rating labels.

A large capacity machine may cost more but it can mean fewer washes, saving you time and giving more flexibility. Large
electronic washers often have a sensing feature to automatically adjust the amount of water and energy used for a less than full load.

Surprisingly, many of the large 9.5kg models do not take up more space in your laundry, as they are the same size as
some 7.5kg machines. If space is at a premium, however, compact frontloading models are a good choice and can even
be installed under a kitchen bench. In the past frontload washers were restricted by small capacities but now 8kg models
are readily available in this format.

Increasing numbers of local authorities are now billing for water usage. So sensible water conservation makes real,
practical sense for all of us, not just those on water tanks and in drought-prone areas. Washing machines are the third
largest users of household water after bathrooms and toilets. Some large top-load washers can use over 200 litres of water
for a full load. In contrast, leading front load washers can use about a third of that amount and there are water saving
features you can look out for on top-loaders too.

The right wash programs can help keep your home a healthy one. Allergies and asthma can often be traced to dust mites in
bedding. These can be killed in a wash cycle over 55°C. Front load washers are best for this, as they heat their own
water to the required temperature.

Protecting your clothing and bedding is another area to be considered. Examine the cycles available and the wash system
employed. The familiar agitator ensures items stay separate to prevent tangling and bunching, and ensures a thorough
clean. Some washers also have detergent dispensing drawers to reduce direct contact of detergents with fabrics.

As one of the busiest appliances in your home, you need to consider whether it's designed to last. Does the machine use
familiar, trusted technology and wash systems? Is the manufacturer still likely to be around and able to supply parts in the future?



BRWEREY
Quick Tips
Ve Energy & Water Star Ratings
v Larger capacity means fewer washes & fit bulky
bed linen
v/ Look for durability and reputable brands with
long-term back up
v/ Allergy-busting wash programs

v Reliable, effective agitators




Dryers




In addition to avoiding mould and mildew that can
aggravate asthma, clothes dryers are also best for
hay-fever sufferers as they prevent pollen from landing
on clothing and bed linen.

Dryers consume a lot of energy when they are in use
and one of the most helpful features is a humidity sensor
that will stop the dryer automatically once the clothes
are dry. Look for the energy ratings labels and choose
a model scoring 2 stars or more.

Larger clothes dryers are also available, including
models with a 6kg capacity that can still be walll
mounted above your washer to conserve space. Check
whether the wall-mounting bracket is available free with
the dryer or is an added cost.

v/ Ensure adequate external venting/ducting

v/ Condenser dryer if external venting impossible

/Auto-Sensing models are convenient and more
efficient

Ve Large wall-mountable 6kg models save space
& time

v Clothes dryers kill dust-mites and avoid pollen

v Lower running costs with 2+ energy stars



FUTURE PROOF
The Future Proof Building initiative is designed to ensure a better

environment for New Zealanders. That goes for both our immediate
home environment and the wider one. So look to make all your
FUTURE-PROOF BUILDING  tomorrows as future proof as they can be, by looking for these symbols:

We all know how important it is to use energy FPy We can only truly be future proof by taking
efficiently, for reasons of cost and the care of the environment and using the earth’s
environment. Future Proof appliances use smart resources wisely. This symbol means your

RESOURCE
RESPONSIBILITY

features and good design to go easy on both. purchase has been designed with these goals

in mind.

FAy Your home is the one place you and your family
-|- should feel safe. Choosing future proof 2y Few things contribute more to making a home
appliances ensures hygiene, safe use, healthy n relaxing and comforting than lack of noise.
22 ) options and child-friendly features. /\P — '\f\ Future proof appliances are designed to be

SOUND CONTROL.

quiet in operation and have features like

FAy An appliance that is cheap to buy isn’'t always delayed start, so it can operate when it's most
c cheap to own, and it can place a cost on the convenient.
$) environment. The Future Proof Life Cycle Costing
——J symbol, means a smart buy today and P In the future, space will increasingly be at a
tomorrow, including long-term parts availability. = premium. Therefore, choose space-efficient

'L.J'll appliances and look for sizes that offer

SPACE MANAGEMENT

FPy Quality materials, design and processes are
key to making a reliable appliance. An
appliance that gives lasting pleasure, through
its quality finish and performance, means your
money is well spent.

flexibility when your circumstances change.

QUALITY ASSURANCE

Electrolux. Thinking of you.
Share more of our thinking at www.electrolux.co.nz

© 2007 Electrolux (NZ) Ltd

If you'd like to know more about the whole Future Proof Building initiative,
and how it can help you have a better home for tomorrow’s needs, visit www.fpb.co.nz.
For information on the sort of Future Proof appliances described in this booklet,
visit www.westinghouse.co.nz or www.electolux.co.nz. FPBO02 lune 07





